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CONSTITUTION 



^fatr §iBtaiAtiii $0cUi9 of ^0100; 



CEAPTBB 



CHAPTBE II. 



Art. 1. ThememberBoftbiB Bocietj Bhall eoDBiitof 
those persons yrho are elected at bdj meeting of tbs 
sooiaty, or by tboae officers avtborized by tbis Qonati- 
tatioa, and who pay into iti treasnry, nutniBlly, tti4 
jnm of one dollar. 

Abt. 2. Individakls may be elected boDOTftry m«ni> 
bersaftbis aBeociation, wib6, sball be entilledto oH.tiia 
privileBefl of regular membetB, exfl^tlle right ti TotS 
and hoTcl office, and Bball be exempt from T^jiDg the 
annual fee of memberahip, 

Aaj. 3. The membera of tMa aoclety shall have free 
ftdmiesioa to its roooij and IsatareB,' and the privilege 
ofeonBulting its books, mape, eharU li&d papen. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Abt. i. The objeetofthissociety, shall betocolleot, 
embody, arrange and preserve In authentic form, a 
library of books, pamphlate, maps, charts, ma nneeripts, 
papers, paintings, statuary and other materiala illuatra- 
Uts of the history of Iowa ; to rescue from oWivioii 
the memory of its early pioneera ; to obtain and pre- 
serTS narratives of their exploits, perils and liardy 
adrentntea; to secure facts and atatementa relative to 
the Matory, geniua, progreaa or deeay of our Indian 
tribes, to exbibibit ftiithfully tbe antic[QitIea, and the 
paat and present reaources of the State ; and to pro* 
mote the stadj of history by lectures, and diffuse and 
publish information relating to the description and 
history of Iowa. 



lAPTEB IV. 



Abt. 1. The offieers of this society shall be a Preai- 
dent, six Viae Preaidents, a Corresponding Seovetary, 
a Beoording Secretary, a Treaaurer, Librarian and 
dgbteeu Curators, wbo shall be cboeea annuallr- 

Abt. 3, The Preiddent shall preside at the meeUogi 
of the aasoeiatioo, pteaerve order therein, and in ease 
of (D equal diviaion of the membara, ^ve tbe easting 
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Abt. i. ThoRecoraingSeereUry ahall kefpa reoord 
□f each meeting of the society, and anbmit the same 
for approval. 

Akt, 5. The Con'eaponding Secretary shall have 
charge of the correapondenee of the aoniety, be a mem- 
ber uf the Board of Curators, have a general oversight 
of all its affairs, subject to the direetion of the execu- 
tive oIBcera, to nhom he shall make a naoiithly report 
ofal! his doingB; write the annual report, and be 
known as the oSicial urgan. 

Am. 6. The Treasurer shall receive all dues and 
donations of money, pjjy all drafts drawn on him when 
tigned by the Preeident and Secretary of the Board of 
Curators, and keep a regular account of the financial 
concerns of the society, a,ei make a full and accurate 
report of the same, accompanied by saldsfeclory Touch' 
otfl, to the Curatora at their last reguhir meeting, pre- 
Tiona to the ananal meeting of the asflooiatioo. 

Art. 1. The Curators; a majority of whom shall 
reside in the vicinity of the State University, and five 
of whom ehaU eonetitnte a •quorum, shall be the es- 
ecntive department of tlii» asBooiaUon, having full 
power to manege iti affairs in harmony with this con- 
stitution. Thej shall keep a full and eorreot account 
of all their doings, and make a report of the same, 
together with thai of the Treasurer and Librarian of 
th[B society, through the Corresponding Secretary, at 
each annual meeting, to be transmitted to the Gov- 
ernor, and be by him lud before the Oeneral Assem- 
bly, as required by the act maMng an annual appro- 
pnalion to this society. They shall also have the 

Eower, io the name of the State Historicol Society of 
3wa, for themselves and their succesiors in ofBoe, to 
sue and be sued, implead and ha impleaded, defend 
and be defended in all oootts and plaeea, and for the 
purposes of this association may do all sneh acts as are 
performed by natural persons. 

Abt. 8. In case any vacancies occnr in the oiHcers 
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of thi« Boidetr. the Board of Curators ihall bay* 
pover to fill ench TsoancicB, and also to elect Bueh 
membara of the aocisty, aB'thay may deem beat, ond 
appobtft corresponding member in eaoh county, 

Aut. S, The annual meeting of tbis eociety shall be 
held on the first TueEdsy of Deaomber, at Mhich time 
the officsrs foe the succeeding year shall be chosen, and 
no member shall be eligible to an office, or be entitled 
to yote who baa not paid the annual fee of member- 
ship. 

Ant. 10. The librarian ehail have charge of the 
books, papers, maps, chaits and all ot^er similar raluo- 
blesof the society, under the direction of the Board of 
Curators, to vhotn he shall make report as Ihey may 
require, to be by (hem inoorporated in the atinaal re- 
port to the society. 



CHAPTER V. 



AMENDMENTS 
CHiPTER I. 



Art, 1. That membenbip ehall hereafter require 
initiation fee of fiva dollars, and an annnal paymi 
«f one dollar. 
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ADDBEB3 TO THE FUBLta 

A correct iindsntiiiiding of tlie real bislory of a com- 
muoity or people, is derived leaa, from an account of 
the promineni public transactlonB, than from a knowl- 
edge of the Bprmes and influSDoaB which have wrought 
the ehangcB, of led on to the event, or condition 
deioribed. 

It il not oftan, if ever, that any radical change of 
ioslitntion la effeeted, that any rapid growth or dimi- 
nution of any of the material interaets of the people ia 
brought about, or any marked and decisive change in 
the sooial or moral aspect of affairs is produced, with- 
out a previously gradual and at the same time almost 
fanperoeptible raodifioation of the oircumataDcea and 
conditionH upon which they were originally based. 
Bevolutions, which are truly and permanently euoh, 
are seldom — never probsbly—the result of the seem- 
ing causes of their production — but slow, silent yet 
steady influences have been at ivork, which have 
wrought the real change in the elementary material of 
State or Community, long before the exciting cause 
which has produced its manifestation and public ac- 
knowledgment. 

The same law must be conceded concerning marked 
changes in tbe status of communities, whicb become 
the subjects of the record of the chronicler. Unfortu- 
nately for each sncceasive generation, tbe real history 
of its predeoesBors as thus desoribed, has been transpir- 
ing so silently, and so little felt and appreciated by 
their participants, as to fail to attract the eye or pen of 
contemporaneous onthorB, until muoii;of the most im- 
portant material baa passed from the reach of bifiory. 
It is In (act, often only by the light of final results 
that the full weight and importance of theact* or con- 
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illtion of a. generation maj be unileratood and mea- 

80 likawUa with its iBdividuals, ths men wlio set in 
motion a train of rfform, or gSte out tlie BugKestion 
thf(.t diractB tbe public to thoinvestigatioa, nliich leads 
to an important adraneetnent la some oepeot of its 
interesta; or tliey who deTisa an improvement, or 
whose Influence, (often of a local limit,) may have pre- 
sented ita claims to the public, are not often those who 
ride it into a notoriety that reaohes to Ihe time when 
the racord of, bj whom? by what meanrf or why? It 
was effeetad, becomes a matter of historical interest. 

And yet these nnoonspicuous iniluauoea, these little 
facta of the passing hour, these half matured augge"- 
l^oDs of the unheralded author, the indiTldual exploit 
of the remote neighborhood, and a multitude of ^mllar 
Bubjecte, which have given shape, and tone, and direc- 
tion to the public thought and mind ; or laid the 
foundation upon which great publle interests have 
been erected, are the real baala of ItshlBtorj— thereal 
history of which .prominent incidents are but the man- 
ifastation. 

If, aa has aometimee been said, history ia "philoso- 
phy teaching by example," then all the causes which 
have produced the example with their relativa impor- 
tance should be given, last the philosophy taught 
should prove a false one. 

To oatoh and hold tjieea transpiring events, while 
yet fresh in the msraory i>f their actors, or while they 
can be drawn from the pens of those peraonally cogniz- 
ant of thair oGCttrrence, to lay in store the material, 
which shall give to those who come aftf r us a truth- 
ful impression of every phase of candition, physical 
and moral; the thonght, aspirations and hopes of the 
public mind ; the ratio of progress ; and whatever of 
particular in any of its concerns will give a true repre- 
sentation of the age, has come to he regarded aa a 
matter of weighty importance by the present genera- 
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The dearth of faots coDearniDg th« Colonial and 
early State hletorj of tha eldwStates, ftndthB feeliag 
of the grest need ef theaa, by thosa who -would etndy 
utosely their history ,led yenTBago to the estBbliBhment 
of fflBtorlcal Societies, for tba purpose of B«curiQg tba 
objfcta allnded to. Their esampla baa been followed 
with gratifying reeuita, byStatea of more recent forma- 

The young State of lava presenta a frnitful field at 
(he prpaent timi-, for the oolleotlan of historioal remi- 
niaceocea. and calla imperatively for immadiate eftdrt 
in that direoiion. In thie reject, it haa peouli&r 
claima for aotive and efficient work. 

In no portion of our country, are the hialorio idet- 
denta of the past paaatng ao rapidly from the knowl- 
edge of men, b> hare. An atmoat unesampled'iDOreaee 
of ita population from -witboQt.diiriDgthepaBtteiiyeara, 
and the rapid development of its Vast reBonroea by 
men "not of Ihe manor born," and hence UnfimiHar 
with the inoidenta of the early aettlemeiltB— and preaa- 
ing by their numeTioal power into relative Donim 
portance a large cUbb of the men who laid the founda- 
tion of the Commonwealth, and won ita early peaceful 
conqneste, and Binding the public importance of the 
eirly timea by the absorbing intareft of the projecta 
and enterpriaaa of the ever lleetlu^ pi-eaeot— trbile the 
time I9 rapidly passing which afforda the opporttmity 
of gathering the itema of its early history from the 
few and widely separated aouroes of ihforiaatiin re- 
maining. 

But thei'e ia another equally important oooeidara- 
tiuE peculiar, in a meaBure, to our State. Iowa ia now 
entering upon a career of experience, the coBollJgi6n 
ot which may be of the higheat importance to those 
of its own Bona who ahall come after, <^r to the world 

She has gatheied from the Ireaanreaof the long ftfid 
hard experience of the most adrnneed of all ihe 
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•tbwi, snd grouped them into a fabria of govtrnniBnt, 
and chaped a oourae of polia;,to bt tried on a grnuder 
■cale than ever before; and free from many of the preju- 
dices acd biasee of tbe publlo mind, derivable from the 
nsagee and precedents, habits and traditional dogmas 
of the past of the older States, and nhioh have there 
produced frlotion in their oparatlonB. 

Without vaiting the full fruition of experiment, ehe 
hae caught the coDolusione of ber elder sisters; adopted 
their most liberal acd comprehenure polroias, planted 
fresh. d<ep, anil eipaneive, oc her boantifu] soil the 
foundations of institntioas from, and with improve- 
ments upon, their most perfest models; and Minerva 
like, has sprung fullgrown, in the breadth end depth 
of itv policy, upon a oareer of action. 

The world at lai^e and espeiaally Iowa's future oitt- 
lens, haya an Interest in knowing the pactioulara of 
these beginningj), and of all the circumatancaa of 
their development from year to year, toward their 
culmination, provided they culminate- in wealth and 

Eower, physical, aod intelleotual ; or if on the other 
and in any branch they prove a failure, the cansee of 
■neh failure, or the want of adaptation of any initito- 
tionor enterprise to the people or locality, should be 
held within the reach of the understaoding of all. 

iSeienoe also has a claim upon the present generation 
of our State, fot the preeeriation of many of the species 
of Its Natural History, natives of our forests, or prai- 
ries, or rivers, or brooks, or botanical varieties indig- 
enous lo onr soil and climate, which are yearly disap- 
pearing. 

The phenomena of onr great prairiesiwith their me- 
teorologioal relations, oan never again so well be ob- 
served after the hnsbandman has "drove his plow- 
share" over It* surface, and wrought the changes inoi- 
dent to the farm and homestead. 

TA> elaimi of a Tace onse its possessors, now diiap- 
pekring, appeal to ns to gather snoh of the history atid 
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traditions, and relies, Be msy be kaovu to the pr«iieat, 
or which will thiow light apoa their past. These 
mael aoon fade from the knowledge of men, noless col- 
lactetl and preferred by eonoeitad effort on the part 
of those BOW !□ the active walks el Ufa. 

To this end, end to the promotion of other collateral 
intereetB of history and Bcieoce, which the nant of 
apace forbids ua to elaborate, has the State Historioftl 
Society of Iowa been eetablishad. 

Through its agency, it is hoped that mueh vhich is 
ralaable of ineident or eondition of the past raay be 
gathered and held In reserve for the time when ' tlls- 
tance shall not only have lent its enehantment.'but when 
their beorings npon soienoe, oatural'and political, and 
upon historic events ^el to Iranipire, ehall farther en- 
hance their importeDce. 

Hois mnch may he done for the accomplishment of 
these objects, may be oompreheDded by a moment's 
view of an organization proeperoujly and thoroughly 
in operation. When il has secared the co-operatloa 
of eur moat intelligent and active citizens of all claesefl 
throughout all the secliona of our great State. When 
a coterie of Korking memhers shall be enlisted in each 
of the hundred oountiea of the State, who will 
leave few tventa of either tUo past or present, 
iiatold. When "pioneers' from every locality shall be 
led to contribute their "experieaoe" of early times. 
When mej] of soienoe shall be laid under contribution 
for the result of their inveetigal ions or esploratioaa Id 
the various fields uf scientific pursuit. Wbeo the re- 
searches of local antiquaries shall b» directed to the 
collection of scattering remains and relics of the race 
none before us. When the arliat ofthe day shall lend 
his aid in preeerring the scenes cf historic interest, or 
catching the fleeting faaUons of Ihe hour, or the fea- 
tures ot til s men ol ahum the world haa read or Is yet 
to read. When the heads and authoritative powers of 
jmblic B\id private iiiatiliitionfl, shal! be indueed to ex- 
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plsio die woriingfl and progrtis of each, Whea 
copiea of every publication, of -whatever character, 
aliall be Booured. When last, bat far from least, tbe 
newapapera of the iriiole State, tboae therraometera 
of aooial and political temperature, and ohroniolera of 
the iocidentB of local iotereet of the paseing hoar, 
shall ha received and praserired- When eschanges, 
nith other States and other organizationa, ahall he 
effected, which shall bling to us the current ooaoems 
of other people thanjour own, throoghout the civilized 
world. 

Let all these be poured into a common reaervojr, at 
a common center; syateroiaed, olasa«d, filed, recorded, 
and preserved. With judiciously directed Sfforta, what 
may a eingle generation alone accomplish for the tiutii 
ol hiatory and the eauae of seienos. 

It is to no leas a conaummalion than that of which 
the outline is here faintly aketcbed, that all "to vhom 
it may concern," throughout the State, are invited to 
lend a helping hand. 

That the SocieW has not fallen behind the espeota- 
tiona of its friends thns far, will ha apparent, from a 
synopsis of its past brief hiatory and its present condi- 
tion, taken from ths records, andfrom the reports of 
its executive officers. 

The Society was organized during the winter of 
1866-7. The organic act of the legialature of that ses- 
sion, placing it under the ao9pie«aof theState Univer- 
sity, and granting an annual appropriation of $260 in 
aid of ita objects. 

The legislature of 186B-60, Increased the appropria- 
tion to $600. Under this charter, and with this State 
aid the Society baa been St work. 

It haa now a library of over 3,000 volumes, besides 
ft large oolleotionof pamphlets, and autograph lei teta 
of historical interest; Copies of all the maps of theState 
that have been published aince ita first aettlement, one 
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of wbioh, of singular importance, ddtiog bacb aa «arly 
as 1660. 

FliotographB of a large number of the publio men of 
thfl State, with several painted poMraite of those who 
haye been prominent in its early settlement, A cabi- 
net of cnrio^tiee of the State. Cboioe gpeoimeua of lie 
geology and natural history. 

H1atori.es written, oi reliable promises of nearly one 
half the counties of the St^te. 

Historiea and traditions of eome of the Indian 

It ii 

lime be bound. 

It is in regular esohange with many kindred insli- 
tutions of other Statea, to-wit : Few Hampshire, Ver 
moat, Hew York, PeniwlvanU, Ohio, New Jersey, 
Conneetiout, Maryland, Wiaoonaln, Minnesota, Illinois, 
Tennessee, Indiana, and other dmilar instlluliona ol 
other States ; and with a nombei' of indiyidaaU of dif 
fereiit ooantries. whose position is such as to enable 
them to promote materially the ohjeets of the organi- 

The officers of the Society, and those members reei 
aenlinlheTioinityof the Instilntion, are not as yet wo 
believe open to any charge of want of zeal infoi ward- 
ing itsinlererts. The Annual Society Mselings have 
been well attended, and ila condition and wants care- 
fully examined, and measures harmoniously taken lo 
further its objeols. In co single instanee have the 
monlhly meetings of the Board of Curalors bei>n sus- 
pended for want of a quorum. 

While its friends near the oen er of ila operaiions, 
are thna active in promoiicg its welfare, it is to be 
hoped that its monjbers, and other oitiiens of other 
porliona of ihe Sta'e, having no less interest than 
they in its siieeeasa may g^ve it a cordial support 
and helpjDg hand in any of thegreat variely of waja 
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